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Flathead Lake Montana 
Report 
Janet and I just returned from another great show 
sponsored by the Big Sky chapter of the ACBS, held 
at Flathead Lake, Montana. This was the second 
year that they have held the show in Lakeside, at the 
northwest corner of the 27 mile long, 15 mile wide 
lake. The show is held between two venues, the 
Waterside Resort, and The Docks Restaurant and 
Marina. Only a block separates the tow sites and 
the crowds easily walks between each, with static 
displays and boats for sale at intervals in between. 
We received the “Longest Distance traveled” award 
for dragging our ‘53 Shepherd, “Huckledybuck” , 
the 1100 round trip miles to the show. This years 
theme was Flathead Lake built boats, highlighting 
Stancraft boats. The Big Sky chapter’s president, 
Alex Berry, really pulls out all of the stops to ensure 
everyone feels welcome and appreciated. The locals 
Montanans, some driving from the east side of the 
state, a 10 hour drive, were full of questions and 
thoroughly enjoyed the show. The even was capped 
off by a boat parade on Sunday afternoon, and the 
shores and homes were lined with enthusiastic fans. 
I highly suggest we take a larger contingent from 
our chapter next year. Big Sky is the fastest growing 
chapter in the ACBS.

Regards, Tom
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Family Fun Day!
September 19th we are having a Family Fun Day on 
Lake Tapps in Pierce County. We plan to start the day 
at Brian Franchini’s house for Starbucks coffee and 
pastries around 10:00 AM. Brian lives at the North 
end of the lake on Tacoma Point. His address is: 2009 
Tacoma Point Dr. E, Lake Tapps Wa 98391. You can 
contact Brian if you want to put your boat in at the 
North end of the lake. His number is (206) 423-4644, or 
email at Franchinidesign@comcast.net. This is a private 
launch that also has parking for 8-10 rigs with trailers. 
Make sure you bring a few fenders along in case we 
need to raft boats at the docks, depending on how many 
boats show up. 
We will then make a run to Rob Corliss’s place on Tapps 
Island where there will be plenty of ACBS supplied beer 
and refreshments to wet your whistle. Just so you are 
not confused, Rob and Bev have moved since the last 
time they hosted a family fun day. Their new address is: 
3322 199th Ave Court, Lake Tapps, WA 98391 (which 
is midway between Brian’s and Don’s place). Brian is 
supplying a map showing all three locations on the lake. 
From Rob’s, we will motor on down to Don Palmer’s 
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Who will be club president for the next year or two?  Do 
we have any volunteers? If you are interested and feel you 
are qualified, or have questions about this position let me 
or a board member know. 
Challenge Number Two:
Making it more interesting for our members and families.  
I think we have made good progress in this regard with 
the improved ”Propwash”, renewed focus on the  chapter 
website and the Facebook and Meet-up pages recently 
established to provide more communication opportunities 
while reaching out to a community of potential new 
members. 
We need more social events.  Not boat-focused 
meetings, but gatherings that encourage family and 
guest involvement. The Columbia-Willamette group is 
experimenting with wine tasting and dinners. How many of 
us have done the Seattle Underground tour, been to Mohai 
or the Seattle Art Museum recently?  Many chapters have 
a full social calendar besides board meetings.  We have 
incredible potential all around us for non-boating social 
events!  I would like someone to take on this challenge 
and put together a list of places and potential dates for 
group events. Any takers?
Challenge Number Three:
Energizing our on-the-water boating events. We have a 
long tradition of creativity and success at Opening Day.  
Family Fun Day is still on our calendar, we’ve revived 
our Christmas gathering, and we manage to get in at least 
one boating based monthly meeting during the summer.  
But it wasn’t many years ago that we had “treasure hunts” 
on Lake Washington, gathering clues as we competed for 
prizes (or bragging rights) and we are still hoping to find 
a venue where we can once again stage and enjoy a first-
class boat show. 
The large group from our chapter that got together and 
attended the Portland Maritime Festival this summer 
brought back memories of past “odysseys”, when several 
members got together on runabouts for week-long trips. 
Over the course of several years, summer trips on the 
Snake, Columbia, Frasier and Harrison Rivers were 
traveled by a large contingent, and explorations of Ross 

(Thinking Ahead Continued)

place for more beer and a barbeque. ACBS will supply 
hamburgers, hotdogs and high quality salmon (if I do say 
so myself!). Don’s address is 7110 Vandermark Rd. E. 
Lake Tapps, WA 98391. You can contact Don  by email 
ret4efwz@hotmail.com or by phone  (253) 740-0460 cell or 
(253) 862-9225 home, if you want to put in at the South end 
of the lake.  The launch at the south end of the lake is also a 
private launch with parking for all rigs with trailers. 
We would appreciate having people call so we get a good 
estimate of how many boats and how many people will 

(Family Fun Day Continued)
attend.  This is a FAMILY day so please bring your spouse, 
and kids are very welcome.  
Don’t have a boat that floats at this time? No worries, come 
by car and enjoy the day. We can get you from place to place 
and back to your car. 
This should be a great day as the weather in mid September 
is usually very nice and the traffic on the lake has subsided 
quite a bit by then. We look forward to seeing some nice 
boats and oh yeah, the owners too!

Lake, Lake Roosevelt, Pitt Lake, Harrison Lake, Kootenai 
Lake, Princess Louisa Inlet and others were enjoyed. 
Accommodations ranged from beach camping to five-star 
hotels along the way, entertainment from campfire stories 
to dancing in the Copper Room at Harrison. For five years 
in a row, a group of us took a long spring weekend for a 
trip from Chelan to Stehekin, -not for the fainthearted, but 
always memorable. 
The annual Slough Run (Sammamish River Task Force 
Survey) is now organized and promoted by the Northwest 
Classic Boat Club, along with many other gatherings every 
year. Between their group, the Skagit club and another 
group known as Beachcruisers, there are on-the-water 
events nearly every weekend all summer long. 
It’s time to set up another Odyssey. Who’s with me on this?
Challenge Number Four:
Member education. From kids to long-time skippers, we 
can all learn something new. Our garage tour is one of the 
best-attended events every year. But what is stopping us 
from having a CPR session every other year or so? How 
many of us carry the Boater Education Card? Do we 
know if our boats are up to applicable safety standards? 
The “Propwash” should have regular features dealing 
with safety, mechanical tips, cool new stuff and member 
questions. 
We need someone to do this.
The President’s Challenge
I would like to see members who have not previously 
chaired an event take on organizing any of the activities 
mentioned above, and I challenge you to come up with 
new ideas and locations for the group to enjoy. There are 
plenty of the “old guard” that will be happy to help, but it 
will be your plan, your ideas that will carry the day.  
I know we have great people and the talent in the club to 
do these things and more. Once you take on an event, you 
will wonder why you didn’t do it before. Its work, but the 
reward, the fun of a successful effort is well worth it. Give 
it a try!

Challenge = Opportunity



We want you at this 
month’s meeting!

   23913 NE 54th Place
Redmond, WA 98053

  
www.acbs-pnw.org

Advertising Policy

The “Prop Wash” is published monthly on a volunteer basis.  Each month a different 
board member (guest editor) puts together the newsletter. This allows for a wide variety of 
creativity and content.   Classified ads are run for members free of charge.  They are not 
automatically renewed.  Please e-mail your ads to Kirk Knapp (kirkknapp@aol.com).  He 
will forward the ad to whomever is doing the next newsletter.

We also accept commercial advertising.  A digital file that can easily be used is required.  
Contact Kirk for more information if you are interested.  He will also quote you a rate.

Classifieds: I have a 1968 25’ Luhrs w/ 9’6” beam, single 220 
Crusader, fiberglass hull and mahogany cabin, head 
w/ electrosan, galley(alchhol stove & ice box), fold 
down table, V berth fwd, 25 gal water. Renovations 
were started a few years ago, until I bought a bigger 
boat, to add propane stove, radar (incl). Minor 
wood damage from a recent storm. This is a project 
boat. There is a 1995 12,000# custom trailer -- boat 
weighs about 6000#. Dale Gill (503) 556-2302

CONSIDERING SELLING
Circa 1965 18 Foot Thompson Sea Lancer  Custom 
restoration, Galv Shorelander Trailer  90 HP 
Johnson, full custom cover
Corleys 206- 324-1237

1969 Century 18’ fiberglass Resorter & trailer.  
FWC Chrysler 318-V8, 240 hours.  Navy blue hull/
white deck/red & white upholstery.  Classic user 
$10,000.  Randy Mueller (253) 858-2120 (home) or 
(253) 514-3906 (cel).

1948 Century Resorter, 17-1/2 foot, Blonde Deck, 
no-soak bottom, original engine, recent upholstery, 
original hardware and accessories. This is one of 
the nice ones!  Pics available. $12,500.00 obo. Mike 
Mayer, 503 686-0599.


