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After a second retrieval attempt and some more jury-rigging, the boat sat for a month or so at Tim’s marina.  Whether it was 
because he wanted to play with it or just get it out of his way I don’t know, either way Tim tuned up the engine, made it run 
and delivered it a few days before the lighted boats parade.  It seemed appropriate to use red and green Christmas lights for 
navigation lights.  First problem; Fred Meyer’s in Bellevue only had green.  I figured if I did not buy the green lights in Bellevue 
there would only be red in Ballard, still I put the green lights back on the self and headed to Ballard to find only red lights!   

Giving up might have been the most reasonable thing to do, but Nate and I were set on taking the boat to the parade. It is a 
good thing Nate was in a patient mood that night.  I certainly was not.  This may be why I put the red lights on my left and the 
green lights on my right while I was looking at the aft of the boat…arg…  After an hour of frantic assembly Nate and I were able 
to take our five minute boat ride to Ivar’s to join the ACBS cruisers; at which point I fixed the lights.  Of course as Craig said I 
“could have just driven the boat in reverse.”   

All is good, we made it, right?  Well at least until we came back from cruising the lake.  No sooner than Dick, Kathy and Craig 
pulled away I turned the key and did not even get a click.  It was a good thing Craig came back over after they docked the Tolly.  
He convinced me it was better to leave the boat there for the night rather than becoming a popsicle trying to get it started.   

After the sun warmed things up the next morning, I started out 
to retrieve the little boat.  I hauled out an extra battery and 
made a stop at Fisheries, just in case.  Before I tore everything 

apart I decided I should try starting it, thinking maybe the battery was just cold and tired the night before.  The boat started 
right up.  Charging the battery seemed like good excuse to go for a boat ride.  So after stopping off at the test track to test the 
engine I headed down the canal.  After lunch and a brief chat with Tim and Bryanna’ birds, it was back to Lake Union to meet 
Tim (he was not home) with a can of mixed gas.  Wouldn’t you know it, I ran out of gas on the way.  Any other day I would have 
ran out of gas in the middle of the lake.  Not this time though, I ran out of gas in front of the fuel dock.  It still took a bit of pad-
dling with a 1x4 to make it to the fuel dock.  Knowing Tim was on his way, I opted not to purchase fuel at the fuel dock.  Talk 
about some surprised expressions.  Who runs out of gas, is lucky enough to drift into the fuel dock and doesn’t buy gas?     

As it turns out running out of gas and turning down the fuel dock, was a good thing.  On the way from the parking lot to the 
dock, Tim ran across a couple of young women looking for the Sleepless in Seattle floating home.   However, as Tim pointed out, 
the best way to see the house is in a boat.  Not to worry, I was sitting at the dock with a boat.  A boat full of parts, that is, and 
did I mention I was wearing my Goofy hat?   Still they were up for a boat ride.  They were au pairs from Austria and Germany 
living in San Francisco and were just in Seattle for a weekend visit.  Which is even more interesting as I had only learned what 
an au pair was about a month prior when I was visiting my friend and his girl friend who is an au pair in Oakland.   

The exciting part of the story may have ended with dropping the au 
pairs off at the bus stop, but the adventures did not.  I initially tied 
the little boat up near a downspout.  This was fine as long as it was 
not windy and rainy, but rain it did.  Noticing the boat was floating low in the water, I planned to check on it after dinner.  The 
weather had other plans.  I found myself in pouring rain balancing on the bow of the boat wondering how I was going to get to 
the battery without sinking the boat.  Somehow, I managed to drag the battery far enough forward to hook up a bilge pump.  
After about 30 minutes of pumping, the boat was floating and I was off to dinner.  A couple of days later I woke to heavy rain 
and found the boat sitting low in the water again.  By the time I got the bilge pump installed, it had stopped raining. 

The following week I found myself knee deep in shore power trouble on the big boat (see last month’s newsletter).  As with any 
boat project, it was taking twice as long as it should.  Knowing that I was not going to complete the project before heading 
home for Christmas, I took the little boat out to catch the end of the Christmas ships.  I was pleased to find a friendly crowd out 
on the water.  I heard greetings such as Merry Christmas and nice boat.  There was even a reference to Rudolph.  This one con-
fused me at first, and then I remembered I had tied my all around light to the back of my head with my Goofy hat. 

Aside from Tim and Bryanna taking the boat out for a short jaunt on New Year’s, the little boat has spent January tied to up.  I 
have to say thus far the little red and white fiberglassic has yielded the quickest return on “investment” of any of my boats.  
Now if only it were made of wood. :-) 



We want you at this 
month’s meeting!

   23913 NE 54th Place
Redmond, WA 98053

  
www.acbs-pnw.org

Mailing info 

Classifieds 

1964 Chris-Craft Cavalier Custom Ski 16’ - Presentable older restoration. 
185 HP 283 with 415 orig. hours. This is a very spry and nimble boat rescued 
from a dubious future needing a new home. Spare prop, period skis, generic 
cover, good orig. trailer, pics. $5,000 Bret @ Islandduo@comcast.net (360) 
679-9151. 

40+ foot cruisers - For those of you who have been looking at getting a lar-
ger cruiser, give Frank a call.  425-705-7514 

Ways to stay connected online 

Just wanted to remind everyone that Facebook and Meetup are being used to facilitate more social interaction both within the 
club as well as with potential new members.  These sites provide means to publish events, share pictures, and invite new peo-
ple to join us.  Please take a moment to check out our Facebook [ACBS - Antique & Classic Boat Society (PNW)] and Meetup 

[http://www.meetup.com/thewetedge] sites.  While you are there 
sign up for our groups.  Even better, become an assistant organizer 
and help keep our groups up to date.  Contact Frank Gonzales 
(gonzalesfa@hotmail.com) if you have any questions or can help. 


