





boat to use it for the summer. Later that day, once
the boat was on the trailer, I looked at the outlet on
the bottom of the boat that allows water in the bilge
to escape. I learned that this occurs while the boat is
moving and a vacuum is created that sucks the water
out. The problem was that mine was so packed with
debris that no water could ever escape.

The engine: One quote that I have heard and
have begun to appreciate is “ buying a boat with a
rebuilt engine essentially means that they took it apart,
spray painted everything blue and put it back together
again”. I know it’s an exaggeration and is not always
the case, but sometimes I've felt like there’s some truth
there. My engine is a rebuilt Chris Craft (Hercules)
MCL. It’s not an electronic ignition (yet) so it has
the coil, points in the distributor etc. So early in the
summer, a friend and I took the boat out and as I began
to accelerate, the engine started cutting out. It would
idle and would go at slow speed occasionally, but
would start to cut out and die upon acceleration. We
went back to the dock before we became stranded. The
culprit ended up being a loose screw in the distributor
that affected the contact with the points. It was then
that I began to contemplate electronic ignitions. Can
anyone say Pertronix?

These are just the highlights of my “learning
experiences” during my first summer as a rookie wood
boat owner. Many of you guys that have been at this
hobby a long time probably laugh. I bet it’s because
you knew the answer to these problems right away or
maybe because some of the same things have happened
to you... Or both! I’ve often said that you know you
love doing something when you get enjoyment out of it
even during the “learning experiences”. That certainly
applies with me and the experiences with my boat.

Opening Day

It’s hard to believe but Opening day in Seattle is
Saturday, May 2" and it’s right around the corner! This
year the theme is the Wild Wild West. The sheriffs in
our ACBS chapter this year that are planning much of
the event are Tim and Bryana Dies. They are in charge
of the skit and decorations. I know that these events
don’t run themselves, so if you would like to participate
just speak Tim, Bryana and others involved.

Here is a brief outline of the
Opening Day Program:

8:00AM Official Parade boats start to
assemble in Portage Bay

9:00AM Commissioning Ceremony,
SYC Lawn

9:45AM Parade Course Closed to
ALL Boat Traffic

10:20AM First Crew Race starts
12:00PM Official Parade begins

2:30PM  End of Official Parade
(approximately)

3:00PM  Parade Course open
to marine traffic
(approximately)

4:30PM  Army Drill Platoon, SYC
Lawn

6:00PM  Trophy presentations, SYC
Lawn

6:30PM  Closing Ceremonies and
Lowering of Colors



FOR
SALE

Classifieds:

Advertising Policy

The “Prop Wash” is published monthly
on a volunteer basis. Each month a
different board member (guest editor)
puts together the newsletter. This
allows for a wide variety of creativity
and content.  Classified ads are run
for members free of charge. They
are not automatically renewed.
Please e-mail your ads to Kirk Knapp
(kirkknapp@aol.com). He will forward
the ad to whomever is doing the next
newsletter.

Wealsoacceptcommercialadvertising.
A digital file that can easily be used
is required. Contact Kirk for more
information if you are interested. He
will also quote you a rate.

1955 Aristo Craft 14’ Torpedo with 1955
MercMKS55E &trailer. Accuratelyrestored,
never in water. Show winner-$20,000.
1969 Century 18’ Resorter (fiberglass)
& trailer. FWC Chrysler 318-V8. Nice
condition, good user-$10,000. 2002
Lexus LS430 (I didn’t know Lexus made
boats Randy!) Light powder blue with
gray leather interior. 69k miles. Second
owner & always garaged, excellent cond-
$22,000.

Contact Randy Mueller @ (253) 858-
2120 (home), or email: matt42mtq@
comcast.net

1961 CC Continental 21° w/ Gull Wing
Hardtop. Project boat, 98% complete.
Mike Mellinger @ (425) 443-1375.

1945-50 Osco Ford flathead marine V8-
complete. May even run with a little
work.

David Berg @ (360) 714-6188.

Chrysler M-44-S hemi V8 engine. 270
c.i. / 155hp / 232 ft 1bs / rh rotation / 2
barrel carb / 12 volt / dual point ign / direct
drive w/ reverse gear box. Raw water
cooled exhaust with Barr risers / Chrysler
maint. Manual / complete marine unit.
Operational when removed in Dec ’06,
burns oil.

12” x 14” 3 blade RH prop with 1” bore

46” shaft, 17 dia, tapered, keyed and
threaded

18 gal Tempo fuel tank, 26”L x 16”W x
12”H

Contact: Tom Carlin @ (425) 318-2119
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